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immunization records to the University Health Center, you
will not be permitted to register for classes. Please visit
www.nyu.edu/shc/about/immunization.html for more
information.

Family Members

A spouse and unmarried, minor children may also be classified for :

a nonimmigrant visa to accompany or follow the student. Family
members must meet all visa eligibility requirements, including

evidence that they will have sufficient funds for their support, and

. Log on to ALBERT

i www.albert.nyu.edu

that they will depart the U.S. when the student’s program ends.
Spouses and children of students may not accept employment at
any time. For more information on U.S. student visas visit the
OISS web site www.nyu.edu/oiss.

eligible dependents. Dependent enrollment forms can be found
via www.nyu.edu/shc/about/dependents.html.

TRAVEL TIPS
The ““Report Date”

on your 1-20 or DS-2019 form. Arrange your flight as soon as
you know your report date. U.S. consulates and embassies will
issue the F-1 visa as much as 90 days before this report date.

As you make arrangements for your travel, plan to attend the impor-
tant orientation sessions organized by the Graduate School, OISS,
and your academic department. These sessions are designed to intro-
duce you to the Graduate School and to familiarize you with your
department’s policies and procedures. Before leaving home, read the
important information you receive from the various GSAS offices to
determine the dates of orientation sessions, registration and the first
day of classes. We recommend you contact your academic depart-
ment to inquire about department orientation sessions.

OISS check-in and orientation information is available at
www.nyu.edu/oiss/programs/orientation.html.
You must make arrangements to attend this session.

Transportation from the Airport
www.ny.com/transportation/airports/
There are three main airports in the New York City area. If you

are traveling from abroad, chances are you will land either in JFK,

LaGuardia or Newark Liberty Airport. To find out more about
your transportation options once you arrive, we suggest you visit
the airport’s information center for specific transportation infor-
mation and cost estimates.

WHEN YOU ARRIVE IN NEW YORK

Check in with Your Consulate

Many countries have a Consulate Office in NYC. Some coun-
tries require their citizens to register at the local consulate and
other countries only recommend it. We recommend you contact
your local consulate office to see if a reporting requirement
exists. For the address and telephone number of consulate offices,
contact OISS.
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International students must check in at OISS

within 10 days of arriving in the U.S.

To comply with Homeland Security’s regulations:
= All students must register full time by September 12, 2008,

for Fall 2008 and by February 6, 2009, for Spring 2009.

= Report your local address immediately to the Registrar.

: m Register for classes

© = Update local address, cell phone number and email address
Students enrolled in the NYU insurance plan can also enroll their :

i Check in with OISS

www.nyu.edu/oiss

. International students must check in at OISS within 10 days of
© arriving in the U.S.

. Apply for a Social Security Number if you are Eligible

You must arrive at NYU no later than the “report date” indicated : pply f¢ Ly ify . &
¢ F-1 and J-1 students are eligible to apply for a social security

i number only if they are in status and authorized to work. In

© addition, F-1 students must have an actual job offer to apply for

i a social security number. Please visit OISS for more information.

 MONEY MATTERS

i Manage Your Finances

© Managing your finances is an important and challenging aspect of
- a successful and enjoyable academic experience.You will need to

¢ familiarize yourself with a new currency and the cost of living. We
© recommend you prepare yourself by following a few simple steps:

. = Before you leave home, pay attention to the exchange rate

between your country’s currency and the U.S. dollar. Learn
to think in U.S. dollars.

To prepare a budget estimate of your expenses, take a close
look at your estimated expenses on your 1-20 or DS-2019
form. Consider all of the following expenses: tuition, registration
charges and related fees, rent, utilities, health insurance,
transportation, taxes, meals, books, communications, personal
and, if applicable, family expenses. The amounts on the I-20
are estimates; please refer to the Bursar’s Office for an exact
Statement of Fees.

If you have received financial aid, be sure you understand
what it will cover and what you will be expected to pay from
your own funds. If you are the recipient of a scholarship or
fellowship, determine ahead of time what portion is taxable
and include the necessary taxes in your budget. If you wish to
obtain information on taxes, contact OISS; however, please
bear in mind that filing taxes is your responsibility.

. Open a Bank Account
i Upon arrival in the U.S. you may wish to open a local bank account.
i To do so, most U.S. banks require you come in personally.
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You will be required to present your student identification, pass-
port, and the funds you wish to deposit. If you have obtained a
social security card, you should present it as well.

‘When choosing your bank, don’t be shy about asking questions.
Banks are competing for your business and it is in your best

a convenient location, the number of accessible automated teller

with maintaining different types of accounts. Try to find a bank
account with minimal or no fees.

Understand Your Tax Responsibilities
www.irs.gov/publications/p970/index.html

All funded international students are required to file a U.S.
tax return by April 15 of each year. Many of our international
students are recipients of fellowships and graduate assistantships.

If you have been awarded a fellowship, scholarship, or assistantship

- POINTS OF CONTACT

Office of International Students and Scholars
¢ 561 LaGuardia Place

please visit www.nyu.edu/financial.services/cdv/ts-resources-pg37
and click on the Required Tax Documents Checklist for NYU
Students. The forms are located at www.nyu.edu/financial.services/
cdv/forms.

New York University is required to collect these forms from all
international students who will receive an award in the form of
an assistantship, fellowship or scholarship. These forms will be
used to correctly process your financial aid award so that your
stipend or assistantship payments will be treated in accordance
with current U.S. tax regulations.

As soon as you arrive on campus, it is best to deliver these forms

Due to office space constraints, you will need to make an
appointment to submit your forms and receive any assistance you
may need in completing them. For students receiving fellowship
payments in 2008-2009, contact either of the following individuals:

(212) 998-2944
(212) 998-2928

Mapalda Abamonga
Patty Fiordaliso

For students receiving assistantship payments in 2008-2009
(primarily students in Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science,
and Math) — you should make an appointment with the
following individual:

Darko Pedisich (212) 998-2982

Fellowships that are used for tuition and fees, books, supplies,
and equipment required for courses of instruction are excludable

such as room and board and living expenses, represent taxable
income to the student. It is the responsibility of the student to
report any includable amounts on her or his tax return and to
maintain records to support expenditures for tuition, fees, books,
and required equipment and supplies. The University suggests
that students retain receipts for all educational expenses.

These are general guidelines regarding the tax treatment of

certain forms of income and expenses. We strongly suggest
that students either consult with a tax expert or refer to federal

@
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. publications for clarification. The IRS provides information through
. free publications and a telephone information line. OISS has

¢ a link on their web site for tax information for all F1 and J1

* students and their dependents.

. TRAVEL AND RE-ENTRY TO THE U.S.
interest to find the most favorable options for your needs. Consider Whenever you leave the U.S., you should carry all the documents
. you need to reenter. OISS requires that all international students
machines (ATMs) around the city, and bank-related charges associated : attend a workshop on travel issues before they will endorse either
- your I-20 or your DS-2019. In addition, you should make sure

© that the information on your 1-20 ID or DS-2019 form is still

© accurate and check your U.S. entry visa (stamped on your passport)

. to be sure it is still valid for entry to the U.S. If it is not valid, you
- will need to get a new entry visa while you are abroad.

© Remember that if you need to apply for a new visa for reentry,

. US. visa officers may require updated documentation. Address

. any questions about visa applications to OISS.

© Telephone:  (212) 998-4720

© Fax: (212) 995-4115 *

. Email: intl.students.scholars@nyu.edu
: Web: www.nyu.edu/oiss

* For your convenience, the OISS fax receives messages 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

. American Language Institute
- School of Continuing and Professional Studies

© 48 Cooper Square, 2nd Floor
in person to the Stipend Payment office (726 Broadway, 2nd Floor). :

. Telephone: (212) 998-7040
¢ Email: ali@nyu.edu
www.gsas.nyu.edu/object/grad.admissions.

amerilanguageinstitute.html

: The American Language Institute of the School of Continuing

- and Professional Studies of New York University offers intensive

¢ courses in English for students with little or no proficiency in

© the language. It also offers the Preparatory Workshop program for

- students with English proficiency insufficient to undertake a full

- academic program but sufficient for a part-time academic program
© in combination with part-time English study. This combination

© may constitute a full-time program of study.

Educational Development Program for Ph.D. Students

i www.gsas.nyu.edu/page/grad life.teaching. html

from gross income. Fellowship amounts received for other expenses, : International students in our doctoral programs participate in

i a special educational development program that provides the

© opportunity for (1) the development and testing of English

- language competencies and (2) the exploration of cultural differences
¢ in the U.S. and the nature of NYU'’s exceptional multicultural

. community. Participants explore strategies that will enable them

© to manage a classroom or laboratory successfully and interact

© with others in the creation of a constructive learning environment.

. The program is usually scheduled during the week before fall-

© term classes begin and, if language testing at the end of the program
determines the need for additional work, students may be asked


http://www.nyu.edu/financial.services/cdv/pdf/RequiredDocuments(Students).pdf
http://www.nyu.edu/financial.services/cdv/pdf/RequiredDocuments(Students).pdf
www.gsas.nyu.edu/object/grad.admissions.amerilanguageinstitute.html
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to continue with a weekly class throughout the fall semester as a
condition of their support. As well, some international students,
based on testing, will be invited to participate in the International
Graduate Student Scholars Program (IGSSP), which affords the
additional opportunity to work individually with an undergraduate
Teaching Partner to develop language and cultural skills. The program
is related to the Graduate Student Educational Development
Program (GSEDP), which also coordinates a general introductory

program and biweekly workshops during the academic year. Students

are invited to participate in all of these activities.

PERSPECTIVES FROM OUR STUDENTS

Q. Do the University’s academic facilities meet your needs
(study lounges, library, laboratories, etc.)?

A. Absolutely. I have mainly used the library (Bobst) for studying
and research and the computer lab for printing and research.
Both facilities have met my needs—the computers, both Mac
and PC5%, are usually available (no long lines of waiting). I have
never had any problems in finding books and reviews, which
has saved me a lot of money and trouble! The system of
reserved books for certain classes is particularly good, I find.
The staff is also very approachable and friendly.

Ph.D. Candidate, French, Sweden
Q. Have you been able to take advantage of any internships or
have you networked with professionals in your field?

A. Yes, I was fortunate enough to be placed on two great
internships: UN/Special Mission for Afghanistan and Lawyers

Committee for Human Rights/International Refugee Program.

Through both internships I met a lot of people, and as I
am currently job-hunting, I am using these contacts for
networking purposes.

M. A, Candidate, Near Eastern Studies, Netherlands

Q. How have you adjusted to the U.S. educational system? How
does it compare to your previous educational experiences?

A. Tt has been beneficial to me. Coming from India, my orientation
was largely theoretical. Here the emphasis has also been placed
on obtaining knowledge and on the practical application
of knowledge.

Ph.D. Candidate, Economics, India

Q. Outside of your department have you participated in university
wide events, clubs, and groups?

A. I have been to many choral concerts by NYU Choral Arts
Society, University Singers, Women’s Chorus, and Jazz Choir.
In my first year, I also participated in the International
Friendship Program through OISS.

Ph.D. Candidate, Math, Vietnam

Q. Has it been easy for you to meet people and make friends?

A. Tt has been easy to make friends within my department.
I believe that the people I've met will remain both lifetime
friends and important professional contacts in the future.

Ph.D. Candidate, French, Sweden
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Q. How difficult is it to adjust to both graduate school and life

in a new country?

i A. It is not easy. The issue is time-management: how to balance

both academic and social, cultural life. I have to figure out
how to balance going to class and doing research but not
at the expense of missing many wonderful events in this
exciting city.

Ph.D. Candidate, Math, Vietnam

Q. How do you travel around the city?
. A. There is nothing like walking in N'YC! If it is too far, I take

the train and if it is too late I cab.

Ph.D. Candidate, French, Sweden

Q. Do you use Ticket Central (discount Broadway, movie, and

events tickets)?

A. T use Ticket Central a lot. I have bought all my opera and

Broadway show tickets from Ticket Central.

Ph.D. Candidate, Math, Vietnam

Q. What are the best and worst aspects of living in New York?

© A. The best aspect is the variety of opportunities: cultural,

academic, entertainment, film, art, people, restaurants,
architecture, etc. The worst is the fast-paced life.

Ph.D. Candidate, English, England

Q. Are you living in University housing? If so, how have you

enjoyed your living arrangements?

A. 1live in Brooklyn. It is inexpensive and very nice. My first year

I lived in Manhattan. I am happy that I did because otherwise
I would have felt that I missed something about NYC. I really
like living in Brooklyn; it is pleasant and saves money.

Ph.D. Candidate, French Studies, Croatia

Q. What is your favorite restaurant in “‘the Village”’ and why?
A. Boyd Thai (210 Thompson Street). It offers great food and

service. The prices are very reasonable. I love the spicy
noodles, stir fried flat noodles, and the Kua Gai stir fry.

M.A. Candidate, Biology, China

Q. If you could give an incoming international student one piece

of advice regarding housing, what would it be?

. A. If you don’t want to go into University dorms, there are a lot

of options around the city for private housing at great prices.
Look on the NYU Housing website for off-campus housing
listings and use Craigslist.

M.A. Candidate, Near Eastern Studies, Netherlands





